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June 8, 2020

Fire & EMS Officers,
Since the initial NYS Executive Order was issued, the fire service has been, and still is considered an essential service, as it pertains to fire prevention and response. Therefore, the fire service may continue to operate as an essential service including emergency response, fire prevention activities, fire/EMS/emergency response trainings, and necessary informational meetings (with required precautions described below). All ‘social gatherings’ should be in accordance with the New York Forward Guidelines when these occur. There have also been questions asked about the need for firehouses (fire districts, village fire departments, city fire departments, incorporated fire companies) to complete the NY Forward Business Reopening Safety Plan Template and after conversations with several NYS entities, it is recommended that every fire department complete this relatively simple form. When you complete this simple form, you should maintain a copy in your Chief’s Office for review if requested; this form does not need to be submitted to any government entity at this time. Understand these guidelines are changing by the day and we will do our best to update you as these relevant changes are announced or issued in publications.

 The following is a short list of best practices that should be utilized:

· If you’re sick, stay home

· If you don’t feel well, stay home

· If you start feeling ill at the station or on a call, go home
· Sanitize your hands frequently

· Sanitize frequently all items being touched by multiple people

· Maintain social distancing at all times

· If unable to maintain social distancing a mask must be worn

· Limit multiple people close gatherings

· Discussions should be completed using the 6’ social distancing requirements

· Frequent cleaning of area’s where multiple people gather

· No sharing of PPE

· Keep occupancy at 50% of the posted capacity 

· Proper donning & doffing of PPE

· Communicate new requirements with all members

· Complete safety plan and post for members to have access to
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