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AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA
Date: Wednesday, March 27, 2018 @ 10:30 AM
Agriculture Committee Members Present: Kehl, Brick, Hastings, Brunner, King, Becker, Copeland
Green Energy Committee Members Present: May, Hastings, Granger, Brunner, Brick, Becker, Copeland
Absent:
Also Present:
Department Agenda Item
Committee Chair’s Agenda
1. Resolution supporting the Dairy Industry.

Discussion

Decision

Action

@ Supervisor Ryan at the request of L. Schreiber,
Wyo. Co. Mental Health (see New Jersey
template).

Motion:
Ayes:
Noes:
Absent:

Carried:
Defeated:
Referred to:

Motion:
Ayes:
Noes:
Absent:

Carried:
Defeated:
Referred to:

Motion:
Ayes:
Noes:
Absent:

Carried:
Defeated:
Referred to:

Motion:
Ayes:
Noes:
Absent:

Carried:
Defeated:
Referred to:

Motion:
Ayes:
Noes:
Absent:

Carried:
Defeated:
Referred to:

Motion:
Ayes:
Noes:
Absent:

Carried:
Defeated:
Referred to:

Senator Gallivan Update
1. National Agriculture Day & Support for Farmers

2. “Plan Restores Funding to Keep Industry Strong”

10:30 AM Animal Control w/J. Goodell
1. February 2018 Wyoming County Animal Control Monthly
Report

2. FYI ~ Referred to 04-03-18 Finance Committee from
This position will replace the Public Health
03-27-18 Human Resources
Technician in lieu of D. Robinson’s retirement.
Position Creation/Fill: Animal Control
Emergency Fill to be completed.
One (1) position of Animal Control Assistant , PT (position
Dated 03/27/18
code pending) and set the salary at $4,300.00 annually;
position available date: April 2, 2018.
3. FYI ~ Referred to 04-03-18 Finance Committee from
03-27-18 Human Resources
Amend Salary Schedule “S”:
• Place one (1) position of Animal Control Assistant, PT (position code pending) on Salary Schedule "S" under
ANIMAL CONTROL with an annual stipend of $4,300.00, position available date: April 2, 2018.
• Remove one (1) position of Public Health Technician on Salary Schedule “S” under ANIMAL CONTROL with
an annual stipend of $4,300.00; effective date: March 31, 2018.

Committee Chair Initials: _____
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AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA
Date: Wednesday, March 27, 2018 @ 10:30 AM
Agriculture Committee Members Present: Kehl, Brick, Hastings, Brunner, King, Becker, Copeland
Green Energy Committee Members Present: May, Hastings, Granger, Brunner, Brick, Becker, Copeland
Absent:
Also Present:
Department Agenda Item
10:45 AM Soil & Water w/A. Fagan
1. 2017 Annual Report

Discussion

11:00 AM Cooperative Extension w/L. Fuller
1. NWNY team update w/M. Stanyard & J. Petzen:
• Crop Congresses
• Field Crop Market Update
• Tactical Agriculture (TAg) Team Plans
• State and National Wheat Contest
• Forage Quality Sampling & Reporting
• Roundup resistant weeds identified in Wyoming County

Decision

Action

Motion:
Ayes:
Noes:
Absent:

Carried:
Defeated:
Referred to:

Motion:
Ayes:
Noes:
Absent:

Carried:
Defeated:
Referred to:

Motion:
Ayes:
Noes:
Absent:

Carried:
Defeated:
Referred to:

Motion:
Ayes:
Noes:
Absent:

Carried:
Defeated:
Referred to:

Motion:
Ayes:
Noes:
Absent:

Carried:
Defeated:
Referred to:

Conservation w/
~Nothing to report~

County Forestlands w/
~Nothing to report~

Fair Association w/
~Nothing to report~

Committee Chair Initials: _____
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AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA
Date: Wednesday, March 27, 2018 @ 10:30 AM
Agriculture Committee Members Present: Kehl, Brick, Hastings, Brunner, King, Becker, Copeland
Green Energy Committee Members Present: May, Hastings, Granger, Brunner, Brick, Becker, Copeland
Absent:
Also Present:
Department Agenda Item

Discussion

Decision

Action

Motion:
Ayes:
Noes:
Absent:

Carried:
Defeated:
Referred to:

Green Energy Committee

Signature of Committee Chairman: p/J. Brick & S. May (minutes prepared by _______________________________).
Next Agriculture Committee Meeting scheduled for

Wednesday, April 25, 2018 @ 10:30 AM.

Committee Chair Initials: _____

Fred Morgan's son, Cody Morgan, 23, and his grandson, Tucker Bailey, 4, at the family's dairy
farm in Eaton, N.Y. Fred Morgan said he had considered committing suicide so that his family
could receive a life insurance payout after he was unable to repay debts.Credit

When the Death of a Family Farm Leads to
Suicide
By Corey Kilgannon
Photographs by Kholood Eid
March 19, 2018
EATON, N.Y. — Fred Morgan was already deep in debt from rebuilding his
milking barn after a fire when milk prices plunged in 2015, setting off an
economic drought that is now entering its fourth year — the worst in recent
memory for dairy farmers in New York State.
Mr. Morgan, 50, saw no way to save the dairy farm in central New York State
that he took over as a teenager from his ailing father and ran with his wife,
Judy, and their son, Cody.

With the farm operating at a loss and facing foreclosure, Mr. Morgan believed
his only solution was his $150,000 life insurance policy. He said he planned
on killing himself so his family could receive the payout.
“I’d sacrifice my life so my family could keep the farm,” Mr. Morgan said. His
wife persuaded him otherwise.
Mr. Morgan was hardly alone in his suicide plan. There has been a spate of
suicides in the state as the dairy industry has nose-dived, resulting in the
closing of hundreds of small farms. While the dairy industry nationwide is in
the grip of an economic crisis — fueled by decreasing demand as customers
turn to milk alternatives — the picture is particularly bleak in New York where
dairy sales represent about half of total farm sales every year.

“I’d sacrifice my life so my family could keep the farm,” Mr. Morgan said of his suicidal
thoughts.

New York is the third largest milk-producing state in the country and low milk
prices have not only devastated farmers financially — most are selling milk for
less than it costs to produce — but also emotionally.

The situation has become so grim that NY FarmNet, a leading farm support
group, has started running suicide prevention training for local agricultural
service providers and lenders who deal with dairy farmers.
After a local dairy farmer took his life in January, Agri-Mark, a large
cooperative that bought milk from the farmer, sent its 550 members in the
state a list of suicide and mental health hotlines — along with the news that
milk prices would drop even lower this year.
In providing the information, the co-op wanted “to get ahead of the curve” in
offering vital services to its member farmers, said Doug DiMento, a
spokesman for Agri-Mark, which owns Cabot and McCadam cheese.
ADVERTISEMENT
It was one of at least three suicides of its member farmers in recent years, Mr.
DiMento said.
Hal McCabe, the outreach director for FarmNet, believes the number of
suicides is higher on the roughly 4,500 dairy farms across the state during this
downturn, but the issue is hard to quantify, he said, because many have been
reported as farming or hunting accidents.
There have been 81 work-related deaths on dairy farms reported from 2006 to
2016, with most of the victims the owners of smaller farms, according the state
Department of Health.
Whatever the prevalence of suicides, there is no doubt about the widespread
hopelessness afflicting the industry.
FarmNet’s 24-hour hotline has been fielding an increased rate of calls from
distressed farmers, Mr. McCabe said, and the agency has begun offering
stress-management training for its team of financial and other consultants
who assist farmers.
“It’s not unusual to get woken up in the middle of the night by a farmer who is
potentially suicidal,” Mr. McCabe said.
Farming overall is a stressful occupation and farmers have higher suicide rates
than almost any other occupation. Those working in farming, fishing and
forestry were 3.4 times more likely than other American workers to commit
suicide on the job, according to a 2016 study by the federal Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.

Fred and Cody Morgan at their farm in Eaton, N.Y., which Fred Morgan had taken over
from his ailing father.

In Mr. Morgan’s case, his wife was able to dissuade him from taking such a
final step and instead seek the counsel of two FarmNet consultants — Judy
Flint, a social worker, and Dewey Hakes, a financial consultant and former
dairy farmer.
The Morgans, unable to repay six bank loans and debts to neighbors and
suppliers, declared bankruptcy, restructured their finances to help pay off
debts and have been seeing increased revenue after switching to producing
organic milk, which they can sell at $43 per 100 pounds, or hundredweight.
That is about three times the going price for conventional milk, which has
dropped below $15 per hundredweight from its peak of over $25 in 2014.
Milk prices are calculated under federal guidelines and have been driven down
by a combination of strong milk production and weak demand in both global
and United States markets with many Americans turning to alternatives such
as soy and almond drinks, said Dr. Andrew Novaković, who teaches
agricultural economics at Cornell University.

In New York State, many smaller farms, facing financial hardship or run by
aging owners, are closing at a rate of over 100 per year. Many of them become
part of much larger operations.
Though about 550 dairy farms closed in the state from 2012 to 2017, the
number of dairy cows has increased to 625,000, up from 610,000, in that
same period, and milk production has risen steadily in recent years, according
to the state’s Department of Agriculture and Markets, which helps fund
FarmNet.
With prices depressed, farmers who are looking to sell are having a hard time
finding buyers.
“A lot of dairy farmers are thinking about closing, but with the prices down,
nobody else has the money to buy their equipment and cattle. So you’re
between a rock and hard place,” said Bill Kiernan, 75, a dairy farmer in
Copake, N.Y., who runs Walt’s Dairy, which has 400 Holstein cows on 768
acres.
Mr. Kiernan’s two sons have helped the farm survive by taking construction
jobs. When he received the suicide outreach information from Agri-Mark, Mr.
Kiernan said he “threw it in the garbage.”
“Everyone was kind of upset about it — you’d think there would be more
optimism,” said Mr. Kiernan, who has seen the dark side of dairy farming.
In 2010, his neighbor, Dean Pierson, 59, a dairy farmer, shot all 51 of his milking
cows and then turned the weapon on himself, leaving suicide notes on cow tag
cards stating that he was “overwhelmed” by personal and financial issues.
Mr. Pierson, whose body was discovered by an Agri-Mark driver, had grown
increasingly isolated and “had a lot of things to sort out,” said Mr. Kiernan,
who buried his neighbor’s cows and now rents Mr. Pierson’s farmland.
Mr. Pierson’s isolation is common to dairy farmers, said Paul Fouts, 45, whose
farm in Cortland, N.Y., is also struggling.
“You go into that barn and you’re in your own little world,” said Mr. Fouts,
who wakes up at 2 a.m. every day to milk 410 Holsteins. “There may be days
on end you don’t go into town. It’s easy to get consumed in your own
problems.”

Mr. Fouts said he would like to see his farm, which his grandfather started in
1937, taken over someday by his two teenage children. But he has exhausted
his credit with his lender.

Tucker Bailey napping at the Morgan family's dairy farm.

“This is my gamble,” he said, pointing out recent improvements to his 750foot-long barn, made to try to increase his cows’ productivity by making them
more comfortable. Still, if his financial trajectory persists, he could operate at
a $300,000 loss this year and be forced to fold.
“I’m not at the end of my rope, but the rope’s getting short,” he said.
Like Mr. Fouts, many dairy farmers run farms that have been in their family
for generations and the shame of failing financially can be emotionally
overwhelming, said Kate Downes, the program coordinator at NY FarmNet,
which is based in Ithaca.
But admitting they need help is not always easy. Many farmers would never
want their vehicles to be spotted outside mental health offices, said Ms.
Downes, whose uncle took his life several years ago at his third-generation
dairy farm in Jefferson County.

Farmers tend to work long hours with few breaks from the farm — or each
other, if they are a family-run farm. And they often own guns, Mr. McCabe
said.
Smaller problems can seem outsized, he said, before describing a recent call
from a farmer who said he was suicidal over $27,000 worth of debt.
“You’re not just losing your job and your house,” he said. “You’re losing your
entire family history and legacy, through no fault of your own.”

After declaring bankruptcy, the Morgans have seen their revenues increase after
switching to producing organic milk.

Corey Kilgannon is a Metro reporter covering news and human interest stories. His
writes the Character Study column in the Sunday Metropolitan section. He was also part
of the team that won the 2009 Pulitzer Prize for Breaking
News. @coreykilgannonFacebook

Senator Gallivan Unveils
"Growing Strong" Plan to
Promote Agriculture
PATRICK M. GALLIVAN
March 12, 2018
ISSUE:

Plan Restores Funding to Keep Industry Strong
Senator Patrick M. Gallivan and the Senate’s Majority Conference have
released a comprehensive package of initiatives to support New York’s
family farmers and will once again lead the budget conversation about the
importance of agriculture to our economy, good health, and future growth.
The “Growing Strong” plan will help strengthen family farms and create

new jobs in the agriculture industry by expanding markets, reducing
production costs, and investing in the state’s leading industry.

“This comprehensive plan supports agriculture as New York’s number one
industry,” Gallivan said. “By investing in agriculture, cutting burdensome
regulations and reducing the costs that our hard working farmers face, we
encourage growth in the industry and the next generation of family farms.”

This year, the Senate Majority Conference will champion full restoration of
the nearly $13 million in cuts proposed in the Executive Budget. As a major
employer and vital engine of rural economies, agriculture deserves a
guaranteed seat at the state’s economic development table, and the Senate
will push to ensure that agriculture gets its share of economic development
funding in the new State Budget.

Since 2011, the Senate Majority has led efforts to provide more than $50
million in restored executive budget cuts, increased funding, as well as
spearheaded initiatives that are helping farmers achieve new heights in
production and efficiency.

In addition to the restoration of the Governor’s budget cuts, the “Growing
Strong” plan includes initiatives that will strengthen and preserve agriculture
as a chief economic driver in the state. The initiatives include:

· Examine burdensome regulations: Direct state regulators to study existing
state regulations that are harmful to farming, unnecessarily increase costs,
and prevent farm success;

· Create a one-stop hotline for farmers seeking information on available
state funding and resources to grow their businesses;

· Repeal the Highway Use Tax for farm-registered trucks, and exempt
farmers from any proposal to add new “tolling” to enter New York City, as a
way to bring more New York-grown products into the nation’s largest
consumer market. New York is one of just four states that still imposes a such
a tax;

· Help farmers invest in facilities and buy equipment: S7851 provides a
tax credit for dairy farmers to encourage investment in facilities and
equipment that will allow them to take advantage of a growing demand for
“value-added” dairy products, like flavored drinks, yogurts, and other
products that can satisfy existing, wide demand, such as in growing ethnic
minority communities within the state;

· Modernize regulations for home processors: S7840, allows home
processors to use direct and indirect internet sales; home-based in-person
sales; home-based delivery services; and community-supported agriculture
subscriptions. Amending the law will reduce artificial barriers to business
growth, expand potential markets, and help these entrepreneurs compete and
grow their businesses. The bill also calls on the Department of Agriculture

and Markets to review onerous regulations that limit the types of products
home processors can make and sell. Reforming Albany's regulations can help
unleash the creativity and entrepreneurial spirit of New Yorkers to potentially
create thousands of new small businesses;

· Make it easier to cross-promote products: S5853 expands the privileges
of farm breweries, cideries, wineries and distilleries to cross-promote each
other’s products and to share a more similar set of privileges under the law.
The bill will help the state’s regional and craft alcoholic beverage producers
to cross-promote and collaborate in new ways that were previously only
available to out-of-state competitors;

· Help farmers by giving them access to IDAs : S2388 authorizes industrial
development agencies (IDAs) to provide technical and financial assistance to
agricultural producers that grow, harvest, or produce agricultural products in
this state. Expanding the authorization of already existing IDAs – which,
under current law can only issue loans and provide technical support to
manufacturers, processers, and warehousers of agricultural products – helps
these agencies promote job growth in industries that rural areas of the state
already have specialized in, such as fruit cultivation, raising of beef and other
animals, and other agricultural pursuits. (passed the Senate on 2/27/18);

· Ease restrictions on utility vehicles: S7850 allows registration of allterrain vehicles with a weight of no more than 1,500 pounds, operated upon
public highways connecting portions of a farm or farms, fields, and
agriculture buildings, and up to one-half mile from the vehicle owner's farm.

Under current law, the increasingly popular utility vehicles cannot be
registered for operation on highways in the state. Because of their relatively
smaller size, these vehicles have proved useful and cost-effective in helping
farmers perform daily tasks, including moving animals, feed, and equipment
between fields and in making it possible to access areas of their farms where
more traditional tractors and heavy equipment cannot go;

· Provide a tax credit for the purchase of New York-grown
crops: S7217 creates a tax credit for companies that purchase New Yorkgrown crops and use such crops in their value-added products; such credit
increases with increased net sales. This bill is mutually beneficial for the
state’s farmers and craft beer producers that will be incentivized to buy instate crops. Craft beer producers will keep industry dollars in the state
economy while encouraging further growth of these high-demand crops.
Eligible crops include various fruits, vegetables, and field crops including,
among others, wheat, barley, and hops;

· Boost maple sap production: S7842 creates a system for permitting access
to certain state lands for the purpose of collecting sap from maple trees and a
tax credit for the purchase of qualified equipment used for the production of
maple syrup. Allowing New Yorkers to tap some trees on state owned land
will utilize an important untapped resource while creating new jobs and
generating new state revenues. The tax credit for equipment will make it
easier for farmers and others to enter the business or modernize their
operations to more fully take advantage of this unique resource;

· Create a solar array pollinator benefit program: S6339A creates a
voluntary standard for solar site owners who wish to publically claim that
their site is beneficial to pollinators, including minimum standards for
biodiversity and land management practices. In 2016, it was estimated that
New York State had lost fifty percent of its managed pollinator colonies and
70 percent of its commercial migratory bees. Wild pollinators have also seen
their numbers suffer, with the Department of Environmental Conservation
listing seven species of bees and 27 species of butterfly or moths as being
Species of Greatest Conservation Need;

· Create a “Lifeline Dairy Energy Assistance Program” for dairy farmers
struggling with a prolonged slump in milk prices, directing $10 million in
existing NYSERDA funds to install high efficiency lighting, pumping and
cooling equipment, and to promote investment in energy-producing biomass
generators and digesters. In addition to lowering farmers’ costs and
improving efficiency, these investments will help the state towards its goal of
increased reliance on renewable energy;

· Provide a new tax credit for craft brewers to encourage them to share
their spent grains with dairy farmers to be used as cost-effective and
nutritious feed;

· Expand agricultural P-Tech education programs that help prepare
students for increasing technology demands of farming careers, restore
funding for Beginning Farmer Grants that was cut from the Executive

Budget, and increase support to establish new chapters of school-based FFA
programs in response to growing interest in agriculture;

· Expand opportunities for success in agriculture by creating a specialized
education certificate to acknowledge student achievement and training in the
field;

· Increasing access to viable agricultural land: S7841 directs the
Department of Agriculture and Markets to develop an online list of state and
privately owned lands that could be sold or leased to beginning farmers
through a New York Farmland Licensing Program and directs the Agriculture
Advisory Council to provide state agencies with advice on how to better
address the needs of new farmers. Farming is a difficult business- several
factors, such as the complex process of transferring ownership of farms and
prohibitive capital costs, contribute to the aging of the farm population and
present barriers to younger farmers gaining access to land;

· Encouraging more women to pursue farming careers: S7843 authorizes
the Department of Agriculture and Markets to conduct a study to identify
obstacles and impediments that prevent more women from pursuing
agricultural careers. Attracting new farmers to pursue farming careers in New
York is critical, and continuing to focus the state’s efforts on encouraging
growing sectors of the agricultural economy, like women-owned farm
businesses, is a very important step in that direction. Since 2002, the number
of women farmers in New York grew 14 percent, while the number of maleowned farms dropped by 8 percent.

· Protecting farmland near military bases: S7817 establishes an open
space preservation project initiative to purchase air rights from farmers in
areas where wind turbines could interfere with critical military training and
operations, such as Fort Drum. By creating a targeted preservation program,
the state can extend its limited resources to provide significant financial
incentives to preserve farmland and open space and ensure continued
agriculture production, while also averting development that threatens safe
and effective military training and operations;

· Support efforts to recognize “New York” products, including creation of
unique labels for products in every county of the state, complementing the
Governor’s proposal to highlight regional favorites;

· Upgrade and modernize State agency websites to allow consumers to more
easily search for local farmers markets;

· Expand the Senior Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program to make
disabled veterans eligible for fresh produce benefits;

· Ensuring farmers’ markets are equipped to accept EBT benefit
cards: S3034provides state funding for the fees and costs associated with
providing electronic benefit transfer technology at farmers markets. This
initiative expands access to healthy foods by allowing access to necessary
financial support to the several hundred unauthorized farmers markets across
the state, thereby encouraging healthy eating, supporting local economies,
and enabling all residents to purchase foods at farmers' markets.

These initiatives will be incorporated into budget negotiations and legislative
actions the Senate will take throughout the 2018 session.

In addition to the “Growing Strong” plan, the Senate has introduced a set of
initiatives to help maintain the agriculture industry as the state’s top
economic engine. The initiatives include:

· Expanded resources for Cornell Land Grant agricultural research, to attract
the brightest agricultural researchers to an already internationally renowned
agricultural research facility;

· A Hops Specialist at Cornell to support the NY Farm Brewery industry- a
priority recommendation from Senator Helming's Farm Brewery Roundtable
held on Jan 31, 2018;

· Support for anaerobic digesters to become financially viable;

· A new resource center and online database of farmland seeking transition to
the next generation of farmers;

· Additional funding for NY FarmNet support services, to assist our dairy
farmers who are facing significant challenges in the current market;

· Expanding any new outreach and awareness efforts regarding Lyme and
other tick-borne diseases to include farmers; and

· Working with farmers and agricultural retailers on the basic 4R framework.
Using the right fertilizer source, at the right rate, at the right time, in the right
place to protect our lakes.

